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I yield back the administration’s dis-

graceful inability to accept responsi-
bility for its own negligence.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

MOST FAVORED NATION TRADE
STATUS FOR PEOPLE’S REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. BONIOR) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I apolo-
gize for delaying the Chair, and I thank
the Chair for its patience.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take to
the floor this afternoon to continue our
discussion on most favored nation
trade status with the People’s Republic
of China.

As I have said before, the problem
that we are faced with, the challenges
and the choices that confront us here,
are support for our basic cherished val-
ues; the right to practice one’s reli-
gion; the right to assemble and orga-
nize and collectively bargain for a de-
cent wage and benefits and health care,
and all the things that many of our
citizens enjoy; the right to form polit-
ical organizations so that ideas, such
as good wages, decent working condi-
tions, health care, good educational op-
portunities, can flow from political
participation. All of these rights are
kind of central to this debate on China,
because in China today they do not
enjoy what we enjoy here, and that is
the ability to do these things.

China is a brutal, authoritarian po-
lice state. If the government is dis-
agreed with, if one tries to form a po-
litical organization, if an individual
tries to form a religious organization,
if someone tries to form a trade union,
they will end up in jail. And that is
where, my colleagues, literally tens of
thousands of Chinese dissidents, free-
dom fighters, people who care about de-
mocracy are languishing today in pris-
on, because they dared to try to speak
out to better their human condition in
these areas.

Why is it so important for us to stand
with them and not with the govern-
ment of China and their partners in
this trade deal, the multinational cor-
porations, most of whom are Amer-
ican? Why is it important to stand

with these heroes? It is important to
stand with them because those values
that we cherish, those first principles
of our government, the right to be able
to express ourselves in the God that we
believe in, in the political organization
that we want to affiliate with, in the
worker organization that we want to
band with in order to improve our eco-
nomic lives, these are central tenets of
what democracy is all about.

The State Department’s Country Re-
port on Human Rights, in their last re-
port, said that China’s poor human
rights record deteriorated markedly
throughout the year as the government
intensified efforts to suppress dissent,
particularly organized dissent; the gov-
ernment continued to commit wide-
spread and well-documented human
rights abuses in violation of inter-
nationally accepted norms.

Permanent Favored Nation Trading
Status supporters can claim that the
Internet and technology will help
unshackle the Chinese people, but the
evidence shows the opposite is hap-
pening. According to the State Depart-
ment, and I quote,

Authorities have blocked, at various times,
politically sensitive Web sites, including
those of dissident groups and some major
foreign news organizations, such as Voice of
America, The Washington Post, The New
York Times, and the British Broadcasting
system.

Just yesterday, outside these cham-
bers on the lawn of the Capitol, we had
approximately 100 dissidents from
China who are now in exile, many of
whom have spent 3, 4, 5, 10, 13 years in
jail. They were here with us, and we
formed a line with a linked chain
threading us as we marched around the
Capitol grounds. And then we had them
come and speak to people who were in-
terested in hearing what they had to
say, and they all spoke about the need
not to reward China with this Most Fa-
vored Nation status by taking away an
annual attempt to review their human
rights record, their dismal record on
human rights.

They asked us not to do it, because
every time that we continue to have
this debate, every time that we raise
these issues, the Chinese are placed in
a very hard, difficult position, a posi-
tion they cannot defend, and we make
progress each time we have this debate.

Wei Jingsheng, the great dissident
and leader at Tiananmen Square and
other activities in China, who is here
now in exile in the United States, who
spent years and years and years in pris-
on, said do not grant permanent trade
status to China right now. He said to
continue to trade, continue to engage,
continue to dialogue, but do not give
them most favored trade status perma-
nently; have the annual review. Be-
cause he knows how important it is for
those who are still in the gulags, still
in the prisons, still fighting for justice
and freedom and liberty in China
today.

So I would say to my colleagues, the
news is always not good for workers in

China. The government continued to
tightly restrict workers’ rights, and
forced labor in prison facilities remains
a very serious problem, according to
the State Department, and they give us
some examples in the State Depart-
ment report.

For instance, there is the case of Guo
Yunqiao. He led a protest march of
10,000 workers to local government of-
fices following the 1989 massacre. He is
currently serving a life term in prison
for doing that on charges of
hooliganism. Imagine that: Protesting
on behalf of 10,000 workers of local gov-
ernment offices following the massacre
at Tiananmen Square, and this man is
facing a life in prison.

In the case of Guo Qiqing, who was
detained in Shayang County on charges
of disrupting public order, he has orga-
nized a sit-in to demand money owed to
the workforce.

Or the case of Hu Shigen, an activist
with the Federation Labor Union of
China, in prison in Beijing No. 2 prison,
and has 12 years remaining on his sen-
tence. He is seriously ill. He has been
charged with counterrevolutionary ac-
tivities.

And the cases go on and on and on.
Despite the considerable leverage

that we have, with 40 percent of Chi-
na’s exports coming to the United
States, our negotiators did not lift a
finger to help on human rights or labor
rights or religious freedoms. We can do
much better than what we have done.
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I would say on the religious front,
there is widespread religious persecu-
tion in China today against Buddhists,
against Christians, against Muslims,
against people who want to practice
their faith.

If you do, if they indeed do, you can-
not belong to the military, you cannot
belong as a worker in the government,
you cannot belong to the ruling party
if you practice your religion in China;
and to practice it in an organized way
will often get you a long jail prison
sentence.

Recently two Catholic bishops and
archbishops have spent over 30 years in
prison because of their leadership in
our church.

Mr. Speaker, the list goes on and on
and on and the repression goes on and
on and on.

The distinguished gentleman from
Northern Virginia (Mr. WOLF), a friend
and colleague of ours, was successful,
very successful, in getting a commis-
sion established. It is called the U.S.
Commission on Religious Freedoms.
And it was established in order to look
specifically at the issue of whether
people can practice their faith in
China.

Seven of the nine people who were
appointed to that commission were ap-
pointed by people who share the view
that we should have unfettered free
trade, most favored nation trade status
with the Chinese. So the people on the
Commission, for the most part, came
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